
Belmont Abbey College Debaters Compete in Two National Circuit Tournaments 

Over the past three months, eight members of the Belmont Abbey College debate team have 
prepared for and competed in national circuit tournaments hosted by the University of Utah and 
Loyola University – Chicago. 

These tournaments feature colleges represented by the top National Parliamentary Debate 
Association (NPDA) teams in the nation including: The University of Texas-Tyler, Washburn 
University, The University of Oregon, Southern Illinois University, and William Jewell College, 
The University of California – Berkeley, Texas Tech University, Rice University, The University 
of Missouri-Columbia, The University of Nevada – Reno, and a dozens of other nationally 
competitive programs.  

Most recently, at the Loyola National Warm-up, a tournament hosted at the Loyola campus in 
downtown Chicago February 12-14, the team of Mary Rose Stepnowski and Logan Torve 
compiled a 4-4 record. Although their losses to the #5 ranked team from William Jewell College, 
#39 ranked University of Missouri – Columbia, and two losses to other top 100 ranked teams in 
the nation (out of more than 700) kept Stepnowski and Torve a few quality points from 
competing in the elimination rounds, they submitted that their experience prepared them well for 
future competition at the national level.   

The team of Clare Woollen and Alexandrya Pouliot, both freshmen, won three rounds, against 
strong teams from Appalachian State and Wheaton College (IL), and lost their other rounds to 
teams ranked inside the top 100 in the nation.  

Before embarking upon the Loyola tournament, the team’s first experience with national circuit 
debate came at the Mile High Tournament hosted by the University of Utah January 8-11. The 
tournament, which by many is considered the top site for regular season competition in NPDA 
style debate, featured more than 50 individual teams representing more than twenty colleges and 
universities across the country. Representing the Abbey were the teams of Gage Hillmann and 
Africa Schaumann, Clare Woollen and Alexandrya Pouliot, Nicholas Otranto and Mary Rose 
Stepnowski, and Logan Torve. While the tournament was difficult, with Abbey debaters losing 
every round of competition, it inspired significant improvement over the intervening month 
leading up to Loyola.  

While the debate squad performed well this past fall, finishing no lower than second either in 
individual performance or squad performance at each tournament, the transition to national 
circuit competition requires students to hone particular practices unique to the activities on the 
national circuit: a faster rate of listening, speaking, and notetaking, a deeper knowledge of 
continental philosophy, and a fluency in current events that span the globe. As each debate 
allows the competitor only fifteen minutes to prepare arguments, Abbey debaters have to 
anticipate and research a range of arguments stemming from the security of America’s nuclear 
triad, the federal government’s ability to negotiate with pharmaceutical companies, Lacanian 



psychoanalysis, or the African Union’s policy toward Burundi, to name but a very limited 
number of examples.  

The team travels on February 19-20 to a regional tournament at Lenoir-Rhyne University in 
Hickory, North Carolina, to compete against teams representing several southeastern colleges 
and universities.  

 


