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Belmont Abbey Debate Team Takes 2
nd

 in Sweepstakes at Middle 

Tennessee State University 

Six members of the Belmont Abbey debate team competed at Middle Tennessee State University 

over the weekend and won second place sweepstakes in IPDA, finishing behind Union 

University, last year’s IPDA national championship squad, and were recognized as having the 

second best win-loss ratio among those teams attending, which included, in addition to Union, 

Tulane University, Middle Tennessee State University, and Valdosta State University, among 

others.  

In pursuit of that accomplishment, five of the six team members who traveled advanced to the 

elite eight in the novice or junior varsity division of IPDA at the tournament. Hannah Glynn 

posted a perfect 6-0 preliminary round record and lost in the final four to the second seeded 

debater from Union University. Nick Otranto, who based upon his performance at the University 

of Kentucky, moved up to the junior varsity division, won in the elite eight to a debater from 

Union before losing to another Union debater in the final four.  

Three other Belmont Abbey debaters reached elimination rounds: Mary Rose Stepnowski, Africa 

Schaumann, and Gage Hillmann.  Stepnowski, like Otranto, who moved up to the junior varsity 

division for the first time, lost in the elite eight. Schaumann and Glynn were schedule to meet in 

the novice division’s elite eight and based upon Glynn’s strong preliminary round performance, 

she advanced over Schaumann. Hillman lost in the elite eight to the eventual tournament 

champion from Valdosta State University.  

Andrew Vickers, who traveled to his first tournament with the squad this year, posted a 3-3 

record and took honors as second place speaker in the novice division. Glynn earned fifth place 

speaker recognition in the same division. 

Next, select members of the team will travel to the prestigious Mile High Swing, a tournament 

co-hosted by The University of Utah and Texas Technical University held in Salt Lake City. 

Team members will arrive there January 6 and return to campus January 11. During that time, 

they will compete against the top NPDA squads from a dozen states representing more than 

twenty colleges.   
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